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Love and high school “love” scrutinized by Coe

Temporary teachers take training time

JC
Jacob Coe

Senior

Valentine’s Day has traditionally been 
a day to share your feelings, stalk your ex 
lovers and make a fool of yourself chasing 
that always escapable emotion we call love. 

But as the band Haddaway so wisely asks 
us, “What Is Love?” Is it that cozy feeling we 
get when we’re cuddling with someone we 
like and they return our feelings? 

Maybe it is the perfect kiss during the 
perfect moment; a kiss so passionate that 
two people lose themselves and, for just a 
moment, feel as their entire lives have been 
leading up to this? 

 In its purest form, I think that love is it 
the willingness to put yourself second in a 
world dominated by people who think only 
of themselves.

Love and “high school” love are two 
incredibly different things. 

In high school, guys use the word love to 
get what they want, and girls use the word 
to express what they think they feel because 
they want more than anything to be loved 
and accepted. 

The truth is, as much as you all hate to 
hear this, “high school” love simply does not 
exist. Teenagers lack the maturity necessary 
to truly love somebody on a deeply emotional 

level. The word is thrown around so often 
though, and it is nearly lost all of its meaning 
because of it. 

Love used to be something far deeper 
and less spoken than it is today. Renaissance 
artists immortalized their lovers in creative 
ways, drawing inspiration from their mates 
and creating wonderful masterpieces of art 
and literature. Does that sound like something 
that’s common in high school romances? I 
didn’t think so either.

Granted, there are some couples who 
seem to transcend the world of “high school” 
romance into something a little deeper… 
just not very many. And I’m not saying that 
the only way to show love is by creating an 
artistic masterpiece, I am just showing how 
much times have changed. What used to be 
immortalization in the form of art is now 
apparently a trip to the movies, paid for by 
your date if you’re lucky. Where’s the fiery 
passion in that? Where is the love?

It’s with the adults. The adults are the 
people capable of handling a complex 
emotion like love, although sometimes this 
is very difficult for them too (and at times it 
even seems all the love has turned to a dark 
and wrathful hatred) but usually they still 

manage to find a way back to each other. 
Divorce is quite a bit more common than it 
once was, but that’s because life has changed 
quite a bit. If it wasn’t so taboo in the past, it 
might have been done more.

This isn’t a love-bashing column, but a 
column asking people to open their eyes. 

I don’t care if a guy says he loves you. 
He doesn’t really… he just likes you a lot at 
best. Whenever he’s ready to spend an entire 
lifetime with you, grow old and die together, 
then he probably loves you. 

Guys… well. I don’t really have to say much 
to you. I know as much as any other guy 
that the “L” word is scary to us on a whole 
different level, yet we say it anyway because 
it’s what the women want to hear. I guess I 
could do my part and tell you guys to ease 
up on it, but you know as well as I do it’s just 
not happening. We do what we have to do… 
because we’re men. If all it takes is a four 
letter word to get a fling, then so be it.

I promise you, all of you, 
we’ll grow out of this. One 
day we’ll ditch our hormones 
in favor of something a little 
deeper.

Like most years, student 
teachers have come to PHS to 
get teaching experience before 
becoming full-time teachers 

themselves.  
This year there are 

five, each teaching 
through Indiana 
University.

Teaching with 
eighth grade English 
teacher Tammy 

Noble, junior English 
teacher Jaye Brewster and 
freshmen English teacher Pam 
Street is Eric Gloyd.  

Gloyd spent the first semester 
with Noble, the first five weeks 
of the second semester with 
Brewster and the second five 
weeks with Street.  Just 23, he has 
a B.A. in English and a Certificate 

in Journalism from IU.  Gloyd 
plans on teaching secondary 
English after finishing college.  At 
this time, he is unsure whether he 
will obtain any higher degrees in 

the future.
J e n n i f e r 

Richardson is 
teaching this year 
with seventh grade 
science teacher 
Amanda Crews, 
biology teacher 

Jill Taylor and Spanish teacher 
Rachel Wyatt.  

Richardson is just 25 years old 
with a B.S. in Biology, a B.A. in 
Spanish and an M.A. in Ecology, 
Evolution and Behavior.  Once 
finished with student teaching, 
she will be certified to teach life 
sciences and Spanish and hopes 

to teach grades 9 to 12.   As of 
now, Richardson is unsure if she 
will obtain a higher degree, but 
knows she will continue to take 

classes. 
“As teachers we 

have to keep taking 
classes to keep 
our degrees,” said 
Richardson.

Joseph Wetzel is 
teaching this year 

with eighth grade 
social studies teacher Aaron 
Reckelhoff and world history 
teacher Joe Sibbitt.  

Wetzel obtained a B.A. in 
history and telecommunications.  
After college, Wetzel plans to teach 
social studies in grades 9 to 12.  
Wetzel might go back to college 
later on for a higher degree. 

Hailing originally from Oregon 
State University,  J o s h u a 
Albus is teaching with eighth 
grade science teacher Kevin Jones 

and chemistry 
teacher Scott Page.  

Albus obtained 
a B.S. in Chemistry 
at OSU and then 
transferred to IU 
to get his M.A. in 
Chemistry.  He 
plans to teach 

chemistry and maybe physics in 
grades 10-12.  Albus is not certain 
whether or not he will go back to 
college.  

“It’s a big maybe, 
but it definitely 
won’t happen 
anytime soon,” said 
Albus.

IU student teachers learn the ropes in PHS classrooms
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Sophomore Shay Doan
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