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Almost everyone was beginning to leave 
the stands when Laura Line called for peoples’ 
attention. At that time Darren Stroud, Paoli 
Christian Church youth minister, said a prayer 
and had a moment of silence. 

“As I looked around at the crowd I saw 
lots of people with tears in their eyes. So 
many people love the Balsmeyers. They have 
become such an important part of our school 
and community,” said Andry.  

The reality of what was happening hit 
assistant football coach, RJ Hartsfield about 3 
p.m. that day. 

Hartsfield was told he would be taking 
over the head coaching position while Coach 
Balsmeyer was in Indianapolis with Laura.  

With emotions running high on the night 
how did Hartsfield know he would be ready to 
take on the job?

“I felt sad, prepared, but 
unknowing of all of the little 
details Coach B. takes care 
of,” said Hartsfield.

The football players 
found out that Coach B. 
would not be coaching 
before they left for Corydon 
and senior Brian Wilson 
watched him drive away.

“I saw him driving away 
as I was driving to the 
locker room and then when 
I got there Josh Rice told 
me he wouldn’t be here. My 
reaction was dumbfounded, 
I felt awful for Mrs. B. and 
her family,” said Wilson.

Not only were the 
players surprised to hear the news of Laura, 
they realized her absence would impact 
them. She does a great deal for the team and 
sometimes it only takes one bad event to 
realize just how important someone is to a 
team, or more importantly to life.

 “Mrs. B brings a lot of encouragement 
and she sometimes gets us out of some 
conditioning (when Coach gets mad she will 
calm him down). She helps with injuries and 
fills up the water bottles. The football team 
just isn’t the same without her,” said senior 
Garrett Sanders.

Athletic director Darrell Newkirk 
commented that Laura is “everything to the 
athletic program and football program”. 

“Mrs. B. is always checking on injuries and 
getting water, making sure boys get rest time 

and keep the coaches on time. There are not 
enough words to describe what she does and 
just how well she does it,” Newkirk said.

Her absence would be felt by more than 
the team. 

“People really had to pick up the slack 
while she was gone, but hopefully soon she 
can be healthy again,” said Newkirk. 

Approximately one year ago, Laura began 
experiencing severe headaches and became 
very ill, causing her to miss school. 

Doctors first thought her condition was a 
case of Meningitis, but never followed up on 
the cause. Throughout the year she traveled 
to Chicago and other hospitals in search of the 
answers to this mind-boggling condition. 

Today they now know the cause of her 
sickness.  She was admitted in the hospital 
with sepsis, also called blood poisoning, which 
came from the infection.  The other problem, 
which is now something she will live with for 
the rest of her life, is ulcerative colitis.  

Now almost one year later she, again, 
began not feeling well. 

In the days before she was flown to Indy, 
she was feeling worse.  

On September 23, she was flown to 
University of Indianapolis Hospital. Her body 
had gone into shock and blood pressure level 
was low from the infection. Mrs. B. stayed in 
the hospital for ten days. 

While in the hospital her kids, sophomores 
Hannah and Riley, and freshman, Brett, did not 
get to see their mom as much.

“In the hospital we saw her on the 
weekends, and we had to do more around 
the house, but now that she’s home we see 
her when we get home and after practice or 
games and the weekends,” said Riley. 

 Doctors said that for every day she spent 
in the hospital it takes four days to recover. 

Since Laura was in a near-death 
experience the body needed to heal and 
to gain strength, but she is in the recovery 
process and is expected to make a full 
recovery.

Her daily life has been slowed down now, 
and she struggles with strength, energy and 
stamina to do all that she did before, but she 
is slowly beginning to come back. Laura’s days 
will now consist of more sleeping so she can 
recover and regain energy.

Laura has seen at school for half a day 
the past few weeks and is now trying to work 
back up to full days. 

Some days are better than others, but she 

is working hard to come back and be with the 
students. All of the staff members are happy to 
see Laura returning to school and are happy 
she will be healthy soon.

“A school day or event without Mrs. 
Balsmeyer is like a birthday cake with no 
candles. I really hope Mrs. B gets to feeling 
100% better and back into action – sooner 
than later,” said English teacher Jaye Brewster.

Coach Kyle Neukum also expressed his 
feelings on why Laura is so important to our 
school and student body.

“Mrs. B. is the perfect example of how 
every mother should be. If more mother’s 
were like her we’d have a better society,” said 
Neukum.

The school community and SUNSHINE 
program has come together to help support 
the Balsmeyer family. Many in the school have 
reached out with providing meals and words 
of encouragement to the family. 

Another way the community is helping is 
that matron Barb Grabner went to clean up 
and do everyday things around the house to 
keep the family’s mind at ease that their house 
was being taken care of. 

“I decided to clean the house because she 
is a great person! I know she would do it for 
me,” said Grabner.

Both the high school and elementary 
schools have done fundraisers to provide 
some monetary support as well. 

“It is a good feeling that people care,” said 
Brett.

Not only has the community come to 
the aid of the family, but the Balsmeyers’ 
have come together as a family and become 
stronger than they already were. 

When Laura had to stay in the hospital the 
kids have seen first hand the support from the 
community and are grateful.

“She hasn’t been around as much as she 
would’ve liked to be. But it’s made us way 
stronger and closer as a family even though 
we were pretty close before,” said Hannah.

No family should ever have to go through 
this, but when life takes an unexpected turn its 
important to maintain strong family ties and 
fight through it as the Balsmeyer family did. 

Prayers and kind words help to give 
people the motivation to get better and return 
to their normal lives, sometimes it just takes 
time to heal. 

Family struggles motivate a community to lend a hand
[Continued from page 1]

“As I looked 
around at the 

crowd I saw lots 
of people with 
tears in their 

eyes.  So many 
people love the 

Balsmeyers.  
They have 

become such an 
important part 

of our school and 
community.”

On behalf of the Paolite Staff we are so happy that Mrs. B is 
back and feeling better. We continue to wish her a speedy 
recovery!



IN THE NEWS:
Students at Crosby-Ironton High 
School are allowed to use their 
smart phones in science classes. 
Teachers there think that these 
are effective tools for students.

Do you think that 
Smart phones should 
be allowed in schools, 
for learning purposes?

Sophie
Sears

Junior

Chris
Jones 

Art Teacher

Daniel
Simpson

Sophomore

“Sure, because it would make it 
easier to look stuff up.”

No

“No, because kids could not 
handle the temptation of not 
using them for other purposes.”

No

 “Yes, they would be very 
resourceful.“

No

SOUND 
BITES
Words heard 
around PHS...

“Katlyn Miller, 
I like your new 

wig.” 
Principal 

Casey Brewster about 
Miller’s change of hair 

color and cut

“Aren’t there 
constructions in 

the box?” 
Senior 

Josie White meaning 
“instructions”

“Think twice 
about 

jumping from a 
plane. Think, do 

I have a 
parachute; do I 
have lunch?”

Math teacher 
Philip Andry

 (Note: When asked if 
he said this statement 

later, Andry said “I might 
have said part of that – 
the other part is up in 
the plane.”  Thanks Mr. 

Andry!)

“Why don’t we 
just have break 
away seatbelts?” 

Senior 
Trevor Axsom 

“Looking at the 
light makes me 
want to close 

my eyes.”
 Junior

 Tara Blackburn when 
asked why she was 
looking at a light
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By Shelby Waynick

Get a Job:

By Hannah Walker

Hear something funny 
around the halls at 
PHS? See any staff 

member to contribute.
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...A curved line 
on a board.”

Math teacher
Philip Andry talking 

about a parabola

Do you own 
a Smart phone?

Everyone who has a 
job knows how a love/hate 
relationship goes. Right now 
it’s a dog eat dog world when 
getting a job. 

Especially for teens. 
The first thing you need 

to do is look for a place that is 
actually hiring. 

Good sources are the 
classified section in the 
newspaper or on bulletin 
boards. 

Next is check and see if you 
are interested, and are qualified. 

Employers (depending on 
where the application is put in) 
look for clean-cut, dressed-up 
employees. That means before 
you go for an interview you 
should dress nicely and have 
overall good hygiene. 

If you are filling out 
an application have good 
penmanship, and get an extra 
copy just in case you just 

happen to mess up. 
After you have sent in your 

application, be sure to “check 
up” on your application at least 
a week after, you do not want to 
be pushy and overbearing.

Be aggressive; let the 
employer know you want the 
job. Do not demand anything 
like a bonus or a raise, that is 
too aggressive, especially for a 
teen that is only in high school. 

If you do not hear back 
within a month, put another 
application in, it does not hurt 
to try. 

Lastly, if the employer calls 
you and wants to interview you, 
do not break the dress code. 
No sweats, low cut shirts or too 
much perfume or cologne, take 
it easy on the jewelry too. 

Just remember, the first 
impression might just be your 
last.

Tips pulling 
in a paycheck

Staff member junior Samantha Patton works the cash register at 
The Superburger.

“You know what 
this is?


